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BOPOWJLHAIi,rMBLSISlW 
BACTCTOHWP OP TK TfY pmnN 

The present invent ion ' relates generally te frame 
systems and more particularly to jfra**. used i„ M 4al» v.H 
panel systems. '< 

The design of most modern interior »ork spaces, 
especially offices, must possess the fundamental ability to 
adapt to Changs. Small changes must, be responded to — such as 
recognising an employee'* pro-otion - as w «u a s major changes 
— such as adding employees. Because modern Interior space 
designs must Accomodate changing envirwunents. th- vast 
majority of today's building interior spaces are designed using 
prefabricated nodular v»U panel systems. These modular systems 
alio- work areas to be expanded, redesigned, or e*en eliminated 
at only a fraction of th* cost associated vlth revving 
non-modular designs. The fundamental building block of most 
modular wall panel systems is a generally rectangular frame 
comprised of horizontal rails and vertical stiles. Typically, 
tiie frames are joined In an end-to-end relationship thereby 
forming a continuous wall. The frame structure generally 
includes a raceway for routing wires, cables, or ether utility 
services. Also, it is common for one or more horizontal rails 
to be accessible for engaging and supporting vertical loads such 
as writing surfaces, shelving, and the like. 

A common drawback associated with prior art wall 
panel systems is that the horizontal rails are noncontinuous 
across adjoining frames. This typically occurs in frame designs 
where the horizontal rail terminates short of the end of the 
frame and the frame end portion is fitted with a peripheral triu 
member or the like. Ccnsequently , when two f ramie are adjoined 
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In an end-to-end relationship, the horizontal rail, tre 
noncontinuous acroas the f rame-to-f ran* interface. While -.hi* 
type of discontinuity may not be unduly restrictive in icm 
applications, it reduces the number of locations whereby a load 
may be placed along the rail. Accordingly, in these 1 ty^s of 
vail panel systems the placement of accessories -.long the 
horizontal rail riay be dictated more by the shortcomings 
inherent in the noncontinuous rail system than by the desires of 
the interior designer. 



Additionally, although tnany vail panel systes& are 
fitted vith a raceway to accommodate utilities, the raceway is 
typically confined to one dimension and ^accordingly , does not 
lend itself to routing utilities in tv C or 'three dimensions. 

An ever present concern associated with designings 
producing and installing vail pane i syct ens is that of 
containing ccst. One major cost involves connectors and other 
hardware used to install v d H panels. One approach to reducing 
hardware costs is to design a fastener which ha* traversal 
applicability for adjoining vail panel frames regardless ho*, or 
at vhat angle, the v«li panel frams are joined. It is also 
desirable to design a universal connector vhleh vili accomodate 
counting a first vail panel frame anywhere along the borizontal 
rail of a second vail ptnel fmeie. 

Accordingly, it is an object of this invention to 
provide a modular vail panel frawe having three dimensional 
raceway capability. 



It ia a further ohject of this invention to provide 
a fra^e member for use in a modular wall panel system th*t 
provides a means for connecting adjacent frames to . form a 
continuous vail and also provide a frawe member which supports 
vertical loads. 
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inner surfaces of the first and second wall include means for 
maintaining the first and second connecters in a apaced-apart 
relationship whereby when the first connector is disposed in the 
rear zone and the second connector is disposed in the forward 
zene, the first end second connectors are free to move within 
their respective zones without interfering with one another. 
Preferably, the outer surface of one of the first and second 
vails includes means for engaging and retaining a panel. The 
connecting wall of the frame member preferably includes * 
generally planar external surface for facilitating amounting the 
member to a support structure. 

In a second aspect , the present Invention provides a 
vail panel for use in a modular wall panal system: The wall 
panel include.--, rirst and second spaced-apart horizontal frame 
members and first and second *paced~epert vertical frame members 
wherein the first and second horizontal frame members are each 
connected to a vertical frame member. Each frame member 
including an elongated body having a first wall, second wall, 
and a connecting wall, the connecting wall extending between end 
connected to the first and second walls to maintain the first 
and second walls in a fixed, spaeed-apart relationship to one 
another. The first and second walls define an inner surface and 
an outer surface and the first and second walls include a free 
end which defines an elongated entrance opening. The inner 
surfaces of the first and aecond valla form a boundary of a rear 
gone and a forward zone. The inner surfaces of the first and 
second wall bounding the rear zone include means for engaging 
and retaining a first connector therebetween and the inner 
aurfaeea of the first and second wall bounding the forward zone 
include means for engaging and retaining a aecond connector 
therebetween. The inner aurfaces of the first and second wail 
include means for maintaining the first and second connectors in 
a apaced-apart relationship whereby when the first connector is 
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disposed in the rear zone and the (tt(lni( _ 

^ «na cn« secnnd connector is di*n~.-A 
in toe forv ard ,one. the fir8t and seeond « 

zi h vitM : r r reapeetsve — — 

1": u T l7t thc outer * urfacc ° r - ** ««« - 

f ;. tainin6 • * - «bodi.e«t. th 

= ng fc .„ c f Mch ^ lncludeg a g 

one another to form the v«H patIe i. 

In an additional aspect tfc. . 

«epect, the present invention 

Provides , fran e structure for use -ith . .oduler w . u ^ 
«XSte». The fra»e structure includes two spaced-apart stiles 
-eh Stiie having a f rent f . ce . ^ ^ ^ ^ 

structure also include* first$ ^ ^ ^ 

he f,r St and second -rail, „e spaced-apart and connected to the 
front face, of each of the two stiles, wherein the first and 
«cond rails for* . ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ 

rax.s are spaced-apart and each connected to the rear f«« of 
each of the tw e stiles, the third and fourth rail, for»ing . 
rear pair of r all ,. „ herein lhe r „ f ^ ^ ^ 
spaced-apart fro. the front pair of rails. i* e space between 
the tv 0 .peced-apart stile, create. . r . C ew., . lon , . fl „ e 
dimension, and the apace between the front pair of rail, creates 
s racevar along a « eond ^ ^ ^ 

rear pair of rail, create. . race.., . lottg th « 

«P. «d-.p.rt fro* the raceway created by the front pair e f 

r.xls. „, the epace betvew| ^ tpaced . apart >uu> 

conjunct!™ with the apace between the front pair .f „„. in 
further conjunction vit* the . P . ce belween the ^ ^ ^ 
rail, create, a racevey along . th4rd diaenslon whereby ^ 
"r.t second, and third dimension, are squall, orthogonal. In 
• preferred eo.bodii.ent. the stiles and rail, which «ake up the 
xra-e .tructure are made fro. substantially the .as* type of 
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Connected to each one or Che tvo spaced-« par t .tiles. The 
horitontal rail, are connected to the vertical .tile, such that 
each horizontal rail extend, acres the facs of each .tile 
-hereby vheo the horizontal rail, of tvo frame structure, are 
placed ir, an end-to-end relationship, the horizontal rail, of 
each frame structure abut one another thereby forming . 
continuous horizontal rail acrosa the two fra»e structures. 
Preferably the vertical stile, of the frame structure Include a 
rear face, and preferably the frame structure further include, 
third and fourth rails, the first and second rails spaced-apart 
and each connected to the front faces of each of the two .tile., 
the first and second rails forming . front pair of rails. The 
third and fourth rails are spaced-apart and eacb connected to 
the rear faces of each of the two atilea. The third and fourth 
rail, forming a rear pair of rail. wherein lhe rear pair of 
rails are spaced-apart from the front pair of rails. The space 
between the two .paced-apart atilea creates a raceway along a 
first dimension, and tl.e space between the front pair of rails 
creates a raceway along a second dimension, and the space 
between the rear pair of rails creates a raceway a i 0 „ 2 tne 
seeond dimension which fs spaced-apart from the raceway created 
by the front pair of rail.. and the space between the 
•paced-apart stiles in conjunction with the space between the 
front pair of rails in further conjunction with the space 
between the rear pair of rails creates a raceway along a third 
dimension whereby the first, second, and third dimensions are 
mutually orthogonal. Preferably, the stile, and rails are made 
from aubstantlally the same type of frame member wherein each 
frame member includes an elongated body having a first »«H, 
aecond vail and a connecting wail, the connecting wall extending 
b#tw«en and connected to the first and second walla to maintain 
the first and second walla in a fixed, spaced-apart relationship 
to one another. The first and second walls define an inner 
surface and an outer surface. The first and second walls each 



include a free end which define, an elongated entrance opening. 
The Inner surfaces of th- first and M cond -.11 f«« a boundary 
of a rear snne an<! a forward zone -herein the inner surfaces of 
the first and second -all bounding the rear rone include means 
for engaging and retaining . f ir «, connector therebetween and 
the inner surfaces of .the first and second -all bounding the 
forward zone include means for engaging and retaining a second 
connector therebetween. The inner surface, of the first and 
second v«H include means for maintaining the first and second 
connectors in a sp«ced-apart relationship whereby when the first 
connector is disposed in the rear sone and the second connector 
is disposed in the forward zone, the first and second connectors 
are free to move within their respective zones without 
interfering with one another. Preferably, the outer surface of 
one of the first and second »alls of each frame member includes 
means for engaging and retaining a panel and, the connecting 
wall of each frame member preferably includes a generally planar 
external surface for facilitating mounting the frame members to 
one another. Preferably each stile includes t- 0 fraae members 
fastened together such that the generally planar external 
surfaces of the frame members are in a faee-to-face relationship. 

Still, in a further aspect, the present invention 
provides a universal connector for use in connecting t-o or more 
frame members together, the frame members of the type having 
spaced-apart inner surfaces. The universal connect*;' Includes a 
first inserting end, a second inserting end, and means for 
pivotally connecting said first inserting end with said aecond 
inserting end. Each inaerting end includes an expanding means 
for expanding the respectively associated inserting end. When 
the inserting end is disposed betveen the spaced-apart inner 
surfaces of a frame member and when the expanding means on each 
of the inserting ends i. actuated, the expanding means 
frictiooally engages the spaced-apart inner surfaces of its 
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respective frame »~»b*r the-eby connecting tvo fra« .ember. 

together. Each expanding Beans preferably Include, a ca» nember 
pivotally connected to it, respective^ associated inserting 
end. The can. member preferably Include. . pi , for p|vot*lly 
connecting the ca-« to Its respective inserting end. vherein ^ach 
pin is adapted to rotate it* caa. thereby engaging the cam 
against the spaced-ap*rt inner surfaces of the associated frune 
<*e«*er. The pin preferably comprises a sere*. 

BRIEF DF5CRIPTTCW or tbc, pBflWTfl^ 

Figure 1 Is an isometrie view of an Interior office 
layout constructed from the modular *.U panel, of the present 
invention. 



Figure 2 is a isometric view 0 f an interconnection 
of frame portions of the nodular v a U pane i c of th< pre6enC 
invention. 



Figure 3 is an end view of the vail panel of the 
present invention. 

Figure 4 is an isowtrie vie- of a partial portion 
of an insert for use on the wall panel of the present invention. 

Figure 5 is an iconetrie view of a partial portion 
of a kick panel for use on the wall panel of the present 
invention. 

Figure 6 i. a top cross-sectional view of the vail 
panel of the present invention taken substantially along line 
6-6 of Figure 3. 



Figure 7 i. .« isomeric v ie - of . i Md DMfiBg 
" nneCt ° r UX USe *" the F—I «7«- .f toe pr „ eftt 



invention. 



Figure 8 i. , cro.s-sectien.l vie- of , preferred 
en.bodia.ent of a horizontal fra~ B «b« of the present inventi 



tion. 



Figure 9 is a front eross-sectional vie- of the -all 
panel of the present invention taken substantially .long line 
9-9 of Figure 3. 

Figure 10 is an expired vi e - of twt „ all ?9ne , 
fraaes of the present invention adjoined in an end-to-end 
relationship. 



Figure H is an isometric view of the univer.al 
connector of the present invention. 



Figure 12 is an expanded vie- of portions of t-o 
adjoining wail panel frames. 



Figure 13 i. « top view 0 f tv 0 adjoining -.11 paae i 
frames taken subs tantiaily along lines 13-13 of Figure 12. 

Figure 14 ia a croas-sectional vie- of the 
conation of horizontal rail .„«, unWer..! connector taken 
substantially along lines 14-14 of Figure 12. 

Figure 15 is a croas-sectional vie- of the 
combination of horizontal rail .„<, universal connector t.ken 
•ubstantially .long lines 15-15 of Figure 12. 

Figure 16 is a top vie- of the universal connector 
of the present invention as it is used to connect 3 -.11 panel, 
of the present invention* 
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Figure 20 1. , . ld . vUw „ f ^ 
the present Inventlon , hov > •* of 

^PPortedU. . horizontal r «U. " W ln aM 

*>- referring to Flgu,,' I v. U p.„ e i „.... . 
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P-nel. J2 . V6U panel ^ - ^ 
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v-.w _ rUi . uch M eaow ::: h r:;:\r .:r r : 
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• t '««t«ort to • front toct 
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to -erviee t-o adjoining work ,p. ee «. 

I 
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„ t .„« fl „ Uh n ? 

«»le. For example, insert* 78-*8 m»v h- • , 

pc-ler-coated .teal. f. brIc . PainCed ° r 

glass focl-i ' 1»« -aterial. ^4 and 

glass (adding „ irror8 , fr „ tedt 

Special function »«terial. -nH *< , u 

. , * nd »ini»he« such a* w ker iwrt. 

Static and cheml.'*l _ , er ««ert», 

.hla-li- « '"iotant Hn lsh «, radlo , 

shieldxng inserts, etc. «,ay also be used. ' 
' Inserts 78-88 preferably snap into plae . 

( "«•« •IMdlni (line- « .*.«... 

i. .o.ptl. ,o faction.!!/ „ „„. , 

rail «2 ». » «"«•«• •» o»t.r .„f«, „, utIm,.., 

«,« ... „ f tool c , ^ z u . t rr 
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End trin panel 100 («e e Fieur.. «1 «.. * 

is adapted to be received - ^ , 

10^ of .tUe 52. r6t,lined * *" iB «" 

Lo-d bearing connector ^06 (see Figure 3) i. adapted 
to support vertical loads (such m* - , »««Pted 

s tsucn as accessories) v*.i< h are placed 
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on horizontal rail. 60-68. One embodiment of load bearing 
connector 106 is ahovn in F igure 7. In thi. embodiaent. body 
portion 112 separates rail engaging end 108 froo loH engaging 
end 110. Rail engaging end 108 is designed to be inserted 
through opening 114 of horizontal rail 40 (see Figure 3). Once 
rail engaging end 108 is inserted! through opening U4 of 
horizontal rail 40, load bearing connector 106 is rotated 90 
degrees thereby positively engaging rail engaging end 108 
against an inner surface 126 of horizontal rail 40. Any number 
of accessories 44-48 can be attached to connector 106 by way of 
threaded aperture 116 or any other conventional fastening 
technique. | 

i 

In a preferred embodiment, horizontal rails 36-42 
and 60-68 are comprised of frame aember 118 as set but in Figure 
8. Frame member 118 is comprised of an elongated bod^ having a. 
first v.U 120. a second -all 122 and a connecting v.U 124. 
First and second vails 120. 124 define an inner surface 126 and 
an outer surface 128. Walla 120. 122 include free ends 130. 132 
respectively which define entrance opening 114. I nne r surface 
126 of vails 120. 122 forms a boundary of rear zone 134 and 
forward zone 136. One function of forvard zone 136 is to engage 
and support load bearing connector 106. Rear zone 134 i, 
preferably used to cooperate vith universal connector 144 for 
joining two modular vail panels together. Tne function and use 
of universal connector 144 win be dieclo-ed in conjunction with 
Figures 9-15. Outer surface 128 of frame member US is used to 
support inaert attaching finger 91 of insert 82 as vas 
previously discussed in conjunction with Figure 4. 

First wall 120 and second vail 122 ars both fitted 
with cuap portion 138. 140 reepeetively. Each cusp 138, 140 
acts to separate a connector residing in forward cone 136 from a 
connector reaiding in rearward zone 134. This separation ia an 
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Now referring to Figure 10, universal COnnecloe , 64 
i. u-ed to fasten adjacent £,«.. so . si in order to construct 
the wan panel ay.ten, of the present invention. Universal 
connector. 164 „ e adapted to engage the r*.r zone portion. 1J4 
(see Figure 8) of abutting horizontal rail, (e^pllf ied a: 42, 
43) thereby joining abutt 6 frames 50, 51. 



Now re fe rr i ng to Figure H, universal connector 144 
1- comprised of firat and .ccond inserting end. 146. 14g .„ d 
hinge 150. Hinge 150 plvpt.lly connects i„.ertlng end. »6 
XM. Each inserting e„d 146, 14g i nc i udM openln , ^ 

wherein rotat.ble «•» 154 i. housed . Rot4taMe e „, U J £- 
pinned in place by way of screw 156. By rotating . cre w 156 
rotatabie ca* 154 can be -de to completely retract 153 w Uai „ 
opening 152. Rotating c*a 154 -.„ be ^ to tr . n , laee fnm l%& 
fully retracted position 153 (,otally contained within opening 
152) to its fully extended position 151 by si«ply , crew 
156 through 90 degrees. 

1 

Now referring to Figures 12-15. when it is desired 
to connect two f r „e. 50. 51 i„ an end-to-end relationship, 
fra»e. 50, 51 are placed in .„ end-to-end -butting relationship, 
a. shown in Figure 12, .„ d universal connector 144 i, pa „ ed 
through opening 114 and through forv.rd rone 136 of two abutting 
horizontal rail. 42. 43 and inserted into rear .one 134 portion 
of rail. 4 2 , 43. Screw 156 1. then rotated 90 degree, thereby 
tranalating can, 154 into it. «»L.u» extenaion position (aee 
Figure 14) vhereby it fictionally engage, inner surface 126 of 
rear zone 134. TM. frictlon.l engagement positively lock, 
unlveraal connector 144 between abutting horizontal ,.il. 42. 43 
thereby forcing a .ecure attachment between adjacent frame. 50. 

Although our discuasion until no* ha. confined the 
use of load bearing conneetor 106 to forward zone 136 of 
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hori,ont*l rail „ (see 

-ivera.1 connect ha> beeB ^ ~ £ - « 

horizontal rail ^ber * 3 ( aee 51gure w> ~ "~ 134 of 

*Uhi„ the preaent inventlen ^ZV"' e ~^«* 

operate fr- either <orw6rd , 0ne " J"" 1 eo "" eto * 144 

hori.ontal rail Bft8ber d *7 136 ~ — W* of 

so. i z °r ™: t. r- ( r 

5J i. .t, k J — J—"-. «iu, r,, m . I0 . 1S . 

«... .... „ j;::;;;~ M ,r* u " ot ,ttr "" ,, * , 

M ~r* _i . "spccciveiy. Became connector 144 I* 

"T to th * — »' »«<«»... ..... « .„ „ 

cannot lnterf«*-~ wbv , J »^ 1C 

«* -hich . r . eoftflned lo the 

horizontal rail* i? m * . 3 cf 

« *n<I i.2. Accordingly. frame 53 la f 

located laterally 158 anyvhere alone the vail 

of frw.es 50 SI i» , " P * nt eoo P r i"d 

»•« 50, SI. It i. even po.aible to locate frame 53 . cro „ 
v,u Joint 1M bec8use ^ ' » 

n-ture in which hor i„nt.l rail. 43 are Join... ^ i I is 
.«„ that en< „.u Jol „ t . ^ ^ ^J' * 

return frame 53 ev en if lt f.n f»««-eat of 

* llB dlr « et ly on end wall , oln , 

»«U 53. Th«, the vail panel «Y lt «, ... * 
Interior-apace ayetemg. ot 

vMch it ha. been .h 0 wn that fra*e. 50. SI can be ,l. ee « ln an 

^rr^ " Utl0n - hlP - - continue ^ 

likewise can b . . t . cke , 0ne „„ eep ^ ^ 
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in Figure 17. This vertical (tacking capability give, an 
interior designer extra flexibility in designing ma interior 
office apace. In a preferred embodiment, the vertical etilea 
(exemplified at 55 in Figure i8) are fabricated from the 
identical material used for fabricating horizontal rails 36-42 
and 60-68- St ilea 55 are preferably fabricated frw tv C 
horizontal rail '•type'* member a wherein their generally planar 
external surfaces 166. 168 abut. By fabricating atlle 55 in 
this manner, universal connectors 144 can be used to attach 
vertically stacked frames 50. 51 to one another in the *ame 
manner the universal connectors are used to adjoin frames 50, 51 
in an end-to-end relationship. Thus, it has been demonstrated 
that universal connector 14A is indeed universal in its ability 
to attach modular frame section* together. This applies 
attaching vertically stacked frajm-s, attaching frames in an 
end-to-end relationship, and attaching frame* in the manner 
depicted in Figure 16. 

Now referring to Figures 16 and 19, it is preferred 
that horizontal rail 43 is attached to vertical etile 55 by way 
of threaded fastener 170 and T-nut 172. It i* also contemplated 
that load bearing fastener 106 can be directly used, or easily 
modified, to attach v« r -:icsl stile 55 and horizontal rail 43. 

No* referring to Figure 20, work surface 48 is 
supported from forward gone 136 of horizontal rail 43. Work 
aurface 48 includes rail engaging finger 172 for positively 
engaging inner surface 126 of forward zone 136. For heavier 
loads where the load support design shown in Figure 20 is 
unsafe, load bearing connector 106 as depicted in Figure 7, is 
used. 

The foregoing detailed description shows that the 

preferred embodiments of the present invention are well suited \ 

to fulfill the object! oi the invention. It is recognized that j 

# 

i 

i 
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those .killed i„ the art 

pi-tic, . t ..r ; 7 <ntion * such •«•"«*■ 

steel, high density f oa aw and the Ilk. * 

•rtj.ct .. tt .r ae fi„ d i„ ,„. " l ° 
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THE EMBODIMENTS OF THE IMI/pw^, 

PROPERTY OB ^RTVtLECE IS CLAIMED UrT™ ™ "CtOSlVE 

" CLAIMED A*£ DEFINED AS FOLLOWS 

l - A continuous rail fr-m. 

panel tyatcm, comprisirg: 

• front f.«. < *'"»• •«» .III. „..,„, 

««c» ..Id „ii., •M«M. .era., the I.e. „f 

'••"«— Mr. •-»« of th. »„„.„,., '* - 

.tract.,, t „. r!b , , «••« .«o»« (MW 
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The continuous rail f«™ 

«.«..*, . •'•"--f » v„ tI „, . tlu< 

<acf| and ^herein sai<] f rM- . 

-P«e d - ap „ rt each e «™ ran , 

„ t „... Bald flrjt " id '«« «f «.ch of 

P«ir of raiU. .„„ eln ">~«* • front 

••id third end fourth rail. 

each connected to .aid r .-r r . •P«ed-*p, ft -nd 

.... « „ u , t \ : c -" — •< »" «- ....... 

—'.1- r tr .. • " ». 

...... ....r?:.:; 1 .; :r 

«« P..r „„, „„, " «*" •«« * M 

«... c«.„. . •» P.T « 
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3. The frame structure of claim 2 «». , 

- ™« u ^ ^.^i r; P ;rf ia " 

— b«r. each .aid £« Be(Bber - ° f 

-n elong a ted body havin, a flrat wa 

and a connecting wall „M , " alI » 

* v<u > "«id connecting wall ,„.,.ji 

j- .o .. M „,„ „ d .„ J 

™r° d -"■ - • — 

"herein aald flr.t and aecond w.Ua 
surface And m~ ~ . , w «Hi define an l.mer 

-uriace and an outer surface, aald flr.t »«a - , 

..... .„ .„„,„„ JLT J 1 ,oi " C0 " J 

.... „„. loelud< „r to .„;;;, - cot : 

«ald inner surfaces of said fl rst » nA * 

—ui, . ^ th . relt[ ; t «« - 

.h.t.In ,. ld ,„„„ ,. r{ , 
•«.».« c, „. „„, „ d « •«« 
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5 . The f raffle 



structure of cl«i» i u 

. external Bur f,ce for faeiliiaeina «« t| „ Ml- f ' PU " ar 

; one another. * M " ffM * meabe '« «• 

I 

1 . 

1 -tu. L f T alructure of elai - l - whe - in «« 

■tll. include, tvo frar* member. fa.tened logether _ 

7 - The fr««« atructure of daia s 
stile include, t v„ ..Id < Wh " id 

the generally planar external .ur/.ce. of mM f 

members are in a f n <-« r frM,e 
in a lace-to-face relationship. 



t 
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BPP 77-tt y\u, rum, st steh 

ft^ ^TBAfT OF TBf HTSCUSURt 

A oodulrr w«ll panel system comprising generally 
reet-nguUr panels, each, of which is fabricated fro- vesical 
stilec. and horisontal rails. The pan*1s are adapted to be 
mounted together in a «ide-by-side relationship or stacked upon 
one another :n a vertical reiation.hip. «»en the panela are 
mounted together in a slde-by-side relationship, the horUontal 
rails for* a continuous load bearing track along the iwgth of 
the «all formed by the panels. Accessory component* saeh aa 
e.ibine\s and work surfaces are mo-ontable to the panel* slang the 
continuous load bearing track. The horizontal rails not only 
form a means for mounting accessory to the -all panels . but they 
also prcvide a means for joining adjacent wall panels- Also 
disclosed is a universal eonneevor for use in joining vail 
modules to for. a continuous nil. A frame member Is also 
disclosed which allows t-o rail connectors to be used without 
interfering with one another- 
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